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ous subjects. I give them my honest sentiments respecting Britain and America, which are not pleasing, but I do not mean to please."
Not long after this he was back in Paris again, and making an early visit to Madame de Flahaut to learn the latest news, which was always to be found in her salon. "She complains bitterly/'he says, January 19, 1791, "of the Bishop of Autun's cold cruelty. He is elected a member of the Department of Paris and resigns his bishopric. He treats her ill. His passion for play has become ex-treme, and she gives me instances which are ridiculous.* He comes in, and I come away. Visit Madame de Chas-tellux, and go with her to dine at the Duchess of Orleans'. Her Royal Highness is ruined ; that is, she is reduced from 45o,ooof. to 2oo,ooof. She tells me that she cannot give any good dinners, but if I will come and fast with her she will be glad to see me."
"At Madame de Stael's this evening [January 2ist] I meet the world. Stay some time in various conversation, altogether of no consequence. This morning Ternant calls and takes breakfast. He was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States last 'Sunday. We converse a little about his mission. He wishes me to be appointed here. I tell him that I understood from De Moustier that Carrnichael has been asked for. He says that if it be not too late he will get that matter altered. He will know more about it, and tell me.
" Go to the Louvre.    M. de Flahaut had desired to see
* The Bishop, of Autun was accused of playing so high that he made a public acknowledgment of his gains in the Chronique de Paris. " I have gained in six months," he says, M not in the gambling-houses, but in the society of chess-clubs, about thirty thousand francs," and seemed to think he had made atonement by having had the courage to acknowledge his errors. He did not, however, escape from the sarcasm of the pen of Camille Desmoulins, who said: "The Bishop d'Autun feels called upon to bring back all the usages of the primitive church, and among them public confession."ttle further, premising that this conversation must be considered as merely from one gen-orps Diplomatique, and, what suits me better, a fi ne turtle.                            |
